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Objectives for this session
1. Share information on sequencing of courses and  

testing requirements 
2. Subsequent testing preparation
3. Intervention strategies used with those students who 

struggle with passing the practice exams



~1700 students

Education Majors
EC-6 - 90
Secondary - 36
All-Level - 69



Last three years’ averages

Hedgehog Jumping by eriek ttps://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/hedgehog-jumping-cartoon-happy-hurray-porcupine_7264299.htm

PPR pass rate:  99%
Content Areas:  96.7%
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(for now)

Junior year 2nd semester 
Juniors

Finish PD 
Courses

1st semester 
Seniors

Field-Based 
Course with  
PPR, & 
Content Area 
Exam Prep

Clinical 
Teaching



Timeline Secondary & All-level Candidates 
(for later)

Junior year 2nd semester 
Juniors

Finish PD 
Courses

1st semester 
Seniors

Field-Based 
course with 
Content Area 
Exam Prep

Clinical 
Teaching

edTPA



Testing
Timeline



The Document



The Document



How we enforce

Our grading scale: 93-100 A; 83-92 B; 75-82 C; 65-74 D; <65 F.

** A passing score on the ETBU practice exam (80%) is worth 30% of the final 
grade in Field Based Experience courses.**

NOTE: PPR, EC-6 Core Subjects, and 4-8 content tests only!



Interventions

● PPR (spreadsheet with resources by competency); Content (review GL textbooks) Example

● Student reviews feedback by competency, coding areas of: Strength (80-100%), Caution (65-
79%), and Concern (Below 65%)

● Students review the Competencies and Descriptive Statements, highlighting terms that are 
unfamiliar in context (redirect them to Preparation Manuals); Study.com (site license)

● Students MUST document study time (date/time/resources/what they studied) and have a 
MINIMUM of 6 hours of approved study before retesting (practice exam) will be considered

● Interactive Practice Exams 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AK60KGoq_USukyd30f-iCDA_DwoB41KHh3tqrGbbrAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.tx.nesinc.com/PageView.aspx?f=HTML_FRAG/GENRB_TXPractice.html


Exceptions Policy

● What the data says….

● How this will protect “the hard worker who just needs one more shot!”

● Handing off the baton: Students are responsible for the plan and implementation

● Exceptions Policy (Feel free to copy and tailor to your EPP!)

● What we learned--tie it to graduation requirements (add to syllabus for clinical 
teaching course)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S0OjALMBIZ15yl74kFSLXegIvMe26Q-oo-1SdwssrzY/edit?usp=sharing


Thanks!
Contact us:

Dr. Karen Gentsch 
kgentsch@etbu.edu
Dr. Lara Cavin
lcavin@etbu.edu
Dr. PJ Winters 
pwinters@etbu.edu

Our boss:
Dr. John Sargent (Dean) 
jsargent@etbu.edu
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