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1. What is the STR exam and what is the CRQ portion?
e The Science of Teaching Reading exam is a new requirement in 2021 for teachers seeking all elementary
and most middle certifications
o Strict passing standard implemented in September
e 1 constructed-response question (CRQ or essay) worth 20% of overall score
o Presents a case study of 1 student who has a need in each of these_ 2 areas: foundational
reading skills and reading comprehension skills
o Provides 4 exhibits with information about the student’s performance
o Directions include a list of 5 tasks - test-takers have to identify the student’s need, describe an

instructional strategy to address the need, and explain its effectiveness (for each of the 2 areas)

2. What do 240’s study materials consist of?
e STR study guide includes a comprehensive CRQ section, including:
o Adetailed breakdown of the prompt requirements and scoring guide
o Avideo walkthrough of our suggested strategy with helpful graphics to sketch your response
o Handy tips sections with everything students will need to answer correctly: common student
weaknesses and go-to instructional strategies, relevant TEKS chart, “BAM” strategy to tackle task
5 in the directions

e 3 Study Prompts for students to practice responding to
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3. How does professional grading work?
e We offer 3 unique full-length practice tests, each with its own CRQ prompt

o Designed to mirror the experience of the real exam




After submitting their responses, students choose to Self-Grade (free and ready instantly) or have their

CRQ Professionally Graded ($29.99 and ready in 5-7 days)

o Both options utilize our checklist-style rubric, which covers every required task and was

developed using a weighted formula that automatically computes a final score of 1-4

Our team of professional graders is made up of current and former teachers who:

o Have 5-17 years of experience teaching reading

o Have completed 5 months of extensive STR training

o Effective communicators who give constructive yet friendly feedback

o Are available for grading 7 days a week

Graded CRQ includes a score, overall comment, completed rubric, and color-coded, in-line comments

personally written by your grader

Professional Review

Your Grade

Overall Comment

You did a good job of choosing and describing
strategies to address both weaknesses. If you
work on identifying a specific and accurate
comprehension weakness and implement our
BAM strategy in paragraph 5, you will be

prepared for the exam

[1] Identify a foundational reading
weakness

[1.1] Suggested: Describe a student strength

Accomplished v

Courses Profile

Your Response

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. In arcu cursus euismod quis viverra nibh
cras pulvinar. Eget gravida cum sociis natoque penatibus et. Dolor purus non enim
praesent. Consectetur libero id faucibus nisl. In ornare quam viverra orci sagittis. In
metus vulputate eu scelerisque felis imperdiet proin. Vitae congue eu consequat ac
felis donec. Velit scelerisque in dictum non consectetur a erat nam at. Turpis nunc
eget lorem dolor sed viverra ipsum. Semper eget duis at tellus at urna condimentum
mattis. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse. Risus commodo viverra
maecenas accumsan lacus vel facilisis volutpat est. Viverra justo nec ultrices dui.
Netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas sed.

Elementum integer enim neque volutpat. Quam lacus suspendisse faucibus
interdum posuere lorem ipsum dolor sit. Varius morbi enim nunc faucibus a
pellentesque sit amet porttitor. Blandit massa enim nec dui. Vitae proin sagittis nis!
rhoncus mattis rhoncus urna neque viverra. Vestibulum lorem sed risus ultricies.
Facilisis volutpat est velit egestas dui id. Condimentum lacinia quis vel eros. Facilisi
etiam dignissim diam quis enim lobortis. Etiam erat velit scelerisque in dictum non
consectetur a. Enim sit amet venenatis urna cursus eget nunc. Phasellus vestibulum
lorem sed risus ultricies tristique nulla aliquet. Urna nec tincidunt praesent semper
feugiat nibh sed. Et tortor consequat id porta nibh venenatis cras sed

Justo laoreet sit amet cursus sit amet. Sit amet consectetur adipiscing elit ut aliquam
purus sit amet. Morbi non arcu risus auis varius auam auisaue id. Rhoncus dolor

How wiill this help me and my students?
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[1.1] Glow

While it's not explicitly required to do so, it's
good that you cited a strength. This helps
make your weakness argument easier to
follow.

[1.1a] Glow
Good job citing evidence of her strength

[1.2] Glow
Nice job identifying a specific foundational
weakness.

[1.2a] Glow
Good job citing the exhibit numbers and
specific evidence!

[1.2a] Grow

Be careful with your phrasing here. A digraph
is when two letters produce one phoneme, or
sound (two letters, not two sounds).

Comments are marked “Glow” or “Grow” and tagged to a section of the rubric as well as the relevant

piece of highlighted text in the essay - allowing students to understand exactly why credit was or wasn'’t

awarded for each specific task and what they need to do to improve

o The official exam gives a blurb explaining why you might have earned that score. Our

personalized, meaningful feedback takes the mystery out of grading

Instructors can use the overall comment as a snapshot of student performance

o The completed rubrics can reveal trends among groups of students to guide your instruction



